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                                                                                          Our Vision 

A caring, learning community, fulfilling potential and achieving excellence together guided by our Christian Values. 

 On Thursday Mr Parsons was in school for a meeting and we took the opportunity to say our goodbyes to him  

– although he will be seen occasionally as he continues as our SENCo. We are delighted to announce that as 

from September our pre-school Little Acorns will be able to offer sessions all day. 

Primary Times 

Primary Times Devon has been distributed to fami-

lies for a number of years now, the aim being to 

 provide details of all the fun, exciting and educa-

tional events going on locally during the summer 

holidays. 

This year they are unable to do so, so instead for the 

summer they would like to offer parents links to 

virtual things to do and learning for children. 

https://mailchi.mp/e6fba174f4c0/sign-up-to-the-

primary-times-devon-newsletter  

The contributors will all be from the local communi-

ty and economy. The idea being to offer a regular 

update and refreshed information throughout the 

summer as and when we receive it. 

They do hope to be back with the magazine from 7th 

September. 

Remote Learning Links 

A reminder that these pages may not be fully populated until Sunday evening. 

Taw Class: 

https://www.tes.com/lessons/wvqglYViyXRL_w/taw-wb-13-7-20  

Torridge Class: 

https://www.tes.com/lessons/gBxxWD2ltMpEDw/week-beginning-13th-july  

 

School Dinners & Breakfast Club 

A reminder to please return lunch pre-order forms by Tuesday. We are able to run breakfast club next term, 

letters went home to regular attendees yesterday. If you would like your child to attend please ask Sarah for a 

booking form. Payment for dinners and breakfast club next term will continue as normal either by cash  - the 

correct amount if possible in a named envelope, or by cheque payable to Devon County Council.  

Year 6 SMCC Transition Visit  

A reminder that on Monday the transition team from SMCC will be visiting us from 12.15-12.45pm. For 

those children not in school please arrive at 12.10pm. SMCC will be putting a short question and answer video 

on their school website where there is also lots more transition information in the transition section of the col-

lege website. 

 Uniform 

We have a huge amount of new or good quality second-hand uniform if you need any for a small donation. 

Please contact Sarah either by phone or email if you need any.  

News from Torridge Class 

This week we have started to decorate the sheep. It is 

beginning to looking very colourful.  
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News from Taw Class 

We started the week (in the lovely sunshine), 

creating obstacle courses in the playground 

and timing ourselves. We had great fun de-

signing different routes. The younger children 

made some great creations in Maths this 

week - from people, flowers to knights with 

swords. Lots of fantastic vocabulary and ex-

ploration.  We've also practised doubling num-

bers - it's great when children show independ-

ence and find ways to solve problems. I've also 

been impressed with the way our older ones 

have been challenging themselves to learn 

their multiplication and division facts, devel-

oping speedy recall! 

It's lovely to see children persevering and  

finishing activities, showing how proud they are. Double thumbs up! 

We also loved creating kites, looking at different shapes and exploring  

symmetry. Mrs Phillip & Mrs Burrdige 

 

Dairy Dates 

13th July - Year 6 SMCC Transition Talk 12.15pm-12.45pm 

17th July - End of Summer Term 

7th September - Autumn Term Begins 

Sports Day Results 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week we presented out sports day awards. Children were awarded individual points and all points went 

to the house cup. 



Sports Day Results 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Thank you to Lenny, Aisling and Norah for sending 

in your scores. The final scored were really tight with 

only 6 points  

between second and third place.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The cup was presented to Kingfisher house. 

Well done to all! 
 

 

 

 



Governor Review - Academic Year 2019-20 

The academic year 2019-2020 began well with staff continuing to work on the requirements of the Department for Educa-

tion’s (DfE) new curriculum for schools. In the spring term under unprecedented circumstances schools were closed amid 

a time when governors were working with the schools to set a new budget for 2020-2021. This was finalised but many 

plans were affected by lockdown. 

 

As a governing board we have approved and monitored the directives and advice given by the DfE, Devon County Council 

and Babcock Education. As a board we are very impressed by the work all staff, children, carers and parents have put in 

place to make the best of a very difficult time for everyone. 

  

Board meetings have been held remotely throughout the lockdown using Microsoft Teams for all the meetings. With this 

we have ensured that, as far as possible, the schools’ business has continued smoothly. 

 

For this annual report we have listed the Impact Statements that governors put together after every meeting to highlight 

the major decisions made and their positive outcomes for the federation.  

 

SEPTEMBER 2019 

Governors reflected on the impact this meeting will have on outcomes for the children within the Devon Moors Federation 

(DMF). Governor roles have been decided for the forthcoming year, School Champions have been re-appointed to enable 

them to continue their extremely valuable work, the SAT results and the Head of School reports have been analysed, acci-

dent reports have been scrutinised and governors have gained an improved understanding of how the federation is fi-

nanced thanks to the description provided by the Federation Business Manager. The governors’ awareness of safeguard-

ing has been increased by their having read the DfE’s new Keeping Children Safe in Education guidance, the new Safe-

guarding Policy and the guide to ‘county lines’. 

 

OCTOBER 2019 

The safety and security of each of the schools has been reviewed to confirm that pupils are protected from potential haz-

ards. The two new governors joining the governing board will bring new skills and experience to the board which will 

bring new ideas and improve the level of challenge. The new Admissions Policies will provide transparency of the admis-

sions process for potential parents. 

 

DECEMBER 2019 

Having new governors on the board will bring new perspectives, experience and skills to the board which will result in 

improvements that will benefit the pupils. The school champions’ invaluable input confirmed to the board that its under-

standing of what is happening in the federation’s schools is correct and that there is a uniform approach being taken in all 

of its schools.       

Having new governors will help to maintain a robust level of challenge. Governors now have a better understanding of the 

Disclosure and Barring Service and Section 128 checks and how these protect pupils. Governors have reviewed the risk 

register to ensure continued improvement in identified areas of weakness. Adding reports of governor visits to the schools 

to newsletters will help increase parents’ awareness of what the governors do. 

 

FEBRUARY 2020 

With a retirement from the governing board, arrangements have been made for new governors to act as leads on safe-

guarding, SEND and health and safety. This ensures that these essential aspects remain overseen by the board to the 

benefit of all of the schools’ pupils, staff and visitors. The board has heard from the Finance & Personnel Committee and 

can see that, whilst finances remain extremely tight, everything is being done to keep expenditure down and that initia-

tives are being undertaken which will bring additional money in to the federation. The money available is clearly being 

used wherever possible for the direct benefit of the pupils, as is evidenced by the recent extra income from Educational 

Health Care Plans being immediately used to fund an extra teaching assistant. The actions being taken will help assure 

the viability of all the schools within the federation.  

The steps being taken to address the concerns recorded on the federation’s risk register will assist in keeping pupil num-

bers as high as possible given the challenging situation faced by all local schools at the present time. The board has re-

viewed pupil progress via the heads of school reports and a lot of good questions have been asked that has increased gov-

ernor understanding.  

The board has an improved understanding of what is involved in the monitoring of health and safety that will assist gov-

ernors during their visits to the schools. Governors also now have a better awareness of the work of the Ethos Committee, 

of the Data Protection Officer and of the SENDCo, including their respective focuses for the coming term.  

Existing governors are attending training which will keep their knowledge current and those who are new to the board 

will attend appropriate induction training to assist them in understanding their roles.    

 

MARCH 2020 

Governors identified that the approval of the budget and the various financial documents was vital to sustaining the sta-

bility of the federation. They appreciated that in spite of approving the budget, no one can be sure how things will eventu-

ally pan out. The board has been reassured that the federation has taken the necessary steps to safeguard the health, 

safety and wellbeing of pupils and staff in the unprecedented circumstances the whole country finds itself in. Governors 

recognised that the ability for the board to meet virtually for the first time has enabled the essential business of the feder-

ation to be maintained.     



APRIL 2020 

The approval of the new protocol for virtual meetings will assist in the running of governing board meetings which will 

enable necessary school business to be completed in spite of the current situation with the Covid-19 lockdown. The board 

has checked that the appropriate safeguarding is in place in these unusual circumstances.  

 

MAY 2020 – EXTRAORDINARY FGB MEETING 

The governing board has completed a review of the preparations made by federation staff to ensure as far as is possible a 

safe return to school by those pupils identified by central government as those best suited to resume attendance on 1st 

June 2020. 

Governors wished to record their appreciation of the sheer amount of work that federation staff have put into getting the 

schools ready to accept a wider range of pupils back into their respective schools while adhering to the Government’s safe-

ty guidelines. 

 

JUNE 2020 

The federation working with external schools is enabling and assisting those schools to progress and improve their work-

ing practices. As this feeds through this will be of benefit to the pupils of those schools. The resulting increased income to 

the Devon Moors Federation allows the federation to maintain staffing levels and structures within its schools that could 

not be achieved otherwise. Governors have overseen that the schools of the federation are coping under Covid-19. They 

have questioned how the federation is approaching the challenges to safeguarding in the current circumstances. They 

have particularly enquired into pupil and staff welfare. Governors increased understanding will assist them in allaying 

concerns if they are approached by parents or staff with questions regarding the current situation. Governors have identi-

fied what areas will prove particularly challenging as things begin to return to normal as the lockdown restrictions are 

eased. 

 

If you have read to the bottom of this report we would again like to thank all parents, carers, pupils and staff for your 

valued support for the Devon Moors Federation of schools. This academic year has been unprecedented due to the pan-

demic but our communities have worked together to ensure the safety and education of the children through hard work 

and determination.  

 

Thank you.  

 

Jayne Hooper  

Chair of Governors 


