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Dear Parents and Carers.
This booklet provides information about the Reception year for your children in
Taw Class. For more details about the school please read our prospectus or
visit the school website. This is available at
http://www.chittlehampton.devon.sch.uk/

Where you see this symbol you will find some suggested activities
that will support your child in their learning and development.

A little about our learning environment
Taw Class has one main classroom in the school which is shared by Reception
and Key Stage 1. We also have three adjoining rooms which are used for
different aspects of the Reception curriculum. We have an outside space that
is always accessible to the
children. Next to the classroom is
the school playground and garden
which the children can use with
adult supervision.

The spaces we
have in Taw Class
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Before your child starts school
We believe it is really important for the children to spend time in their new
class before they formally begin in September. Therefore all new starters are
offered sessions in Taw Class getting to know the adults and children who will
be with them when they start. It also allows the children to become a little
more familiar with class and school routines.
A visit from PreSchool children

Pre-school children are also invited to as many class or school events as is
appropriate.
We also like to visit your child at home before they start school. This gives us
an opportunity to see them in a place they are comfortable with and you an
opportunity to talk to us about your child starting school, raising any issues or
questions that you may have.
Therefore, before the official start of school in September the new children
have already had many opportunities to become familiar with the school, the
adults and the other children.

Reception Information Booklet June 2015

The first weeks in school
We have one intake into school
which is in September. This means
that all children start school at the
same time with their peers. We
are flexible around how the children start school
but we would expect all children to be full-time by
October half term.
In the first few weeks of school we invite you to
come in for an informal chat to see how your child
is settling in.
Throughout the Reception year we carefully plan
activities so children learn to socialise and learn skills and knowledge through
their play. Children are also encouraged to initiate play so planning is done
around what the children want to do. Initial and ongoing observations of the
children will tell us the sort of interests that we can plan for in the future.
The children will also work with the Key Stage 1 class during the week
depending on the appropriateness of the
activity. A lot of this work will be based
around our termly class topic.

A stagenot-age
approach
Working in a mixed age class allows great
flexibility with the teaching of phonics, reading
and some aspects of maths. As soon as a child is
ready we move on their learning as there are
always children at different stages in the class. Typically we would expect
Reception children to be working with different age groups that match their
own ability - if they are ready we will move them on.
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Children’s Progress During Their Reception Year
The level of progress children should be expected to have attained by the end
of the Reception year is defined by the Early Learning Goals. There are 17
different Early Learning Goals which are explained below.
In the final term of the Reception year the EYFS Profile must be completed
for each child. The Profile provides parents and carers, practitioners and
teachers with a well-rounded picture of a child’s knowledge, understanding and
abilities, their progress against expected levels, and their readiness for Year 1.
Each child’s level of development must be assessed against the early learning
goals (see below). We will notify you whether your child is meeting expected
levels of development, or if they are exceeding expected levels, or not yet
reaching expected levels (‘emerging’). This is the EYFS Profile.

The Early Learning Goals
Communication and Language
Early Learning Goal 1 Listening and Attention: children listen attentively in a
range of situations. They listen to stories, accurately anticipating key events
and respond to what they hear with relevant comments, questions or actions.
They give their attention to what others say and respond appropriately, while
engaged in another activity.
Early Learning Goal 2 Understanding: children follow instructions involving
several ideas or actions. They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their
experiences and in response to stories or events.
Early Learning Goal 3 Speaking: children express themselves effectively,
showing awareness of listeners’ needs. They use past, present and future forms
accurately when talking about events that have happened or are to happen in
the future. They develop their own narratives and explanations by connecting
ideas or events.
We encourage the children to bring
in items from home that they wish
to share with the rest of the class.
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Children can improve their speaking and listening skills by talking. This
is done best without the distraction of computer games, TV, mobile
phones etc. Take the time to listen to your child while you cook tea or during
bath time. Children need to hear lots of stories before they can tell them (let
alone write them) so the more you read to your child the better. Encourage
them to handle books, turn the pages and make up stories about the pictures.

Physical Development
Early Learning Goal 4 Moving and Handling: children show
good control and co-ordination in large and small movements.
They move confidently in a range of ways, safely negotiating
space. They handle equipment and tools effectively, including
pencils for writing.
Early Learning Goal 5 Health and Self-Care: children know
the importance of physical exercise for good health, a healthy
diet and talk about ways to keep healthy and safe. They
manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs successfully, including
dressing and going to the toilet independently.

In today’s society children spend
more and more time on their own
on computers and games
consoles. As a result children are becoming more solitary
and have lower levels of fitness. Healthy bodies mean
healthy minds that are fit to learn. Each summer we enjoy a sports day where
the whole school takes part in mixed age teams. We also take the children to
sports festivals at the local secondary school.
Encourage your child to be as active as possible. Take them with you
when you walk the dog, dance to music on TV or enrol them in a sports
club. Children enjoy being active! We ask that children are toilet trained
before they arrive in school. If you can, teach your child how to dress and
undress themselves so they can get changed for PE and put on their coats.
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Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Early Learning Goal 6 Self-Confidence and SelfAwareness: children are confident to try new activities, and
say why they like some activities more than others. They are
confident to speak in a familiar group, will talk about their
ideas, and will choose the resources they need for their
chosen activities. They say when they do or don’t need help.

Early Learning Goal 7 Managing Feelings and Behaviour:
children talk about how they and others show feelings, talk
about their own and others’ behaviour, and its consequences,
and know that some behaviour is unacceptable. They work as part of a group or
class and understand and follow the rules. They adjust their behaviour to
different situations and take changes of routine in their stride.
Early Learning Goal 8 Making Relationships: children play
co-operatively, taking turns with others. They take account
of one another’s ideas about how to organise their activity.
They show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings and form
positive relationships with adults and other children.
We share and work
together

Reception Information Booklet June 2015

Literacy
Early Learning Goal 9 Reading: children read and
understand simple sentences. They use phonic
knowledge to decode regular words and read them
aloud accurately. They also read some common
irregular words. They demonstrate understanding
when talking with others about what they have
read.

Early Learning Goal 10
Writing: children use their
phonic knowledge to write
words in ways which match their spoken sounds. They
also write some irregular common words. They write
simple sentences which can be read by themselves and
others. Some words are spelt correctly and others are phonetically plausible.
As you know, the ability to read and write well is a vital skill for all children,
paving the way for an enjoyable and successful school experience. Children
learn and practice many of the skills they need for reading and writing from an
early age. They do this through a wide range of activities and experiences such
as singing and saying rhymes, making and listening to music, talking with others,
sharing books with adults and other children, dressing up, experimenting with
mark making, using puppets and toys to tell stories and doing jigsaws.
Reading in School
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When the children start school they will be given a
reading diary and a take home book. The children may
not be able to read the words yet but we can help them
learn to read by reading books repeatedly, asking them
to guess the word by looking at the pictures, counting
the words on the page and pointing to them with our
fingers as we read. We aim to change the take home
books once or twice a week but ask that you read with
or to your child every day.
We begin teaching children how to read and write (phonics) through a
programme called Letters and Sounds. When children start at Chittlehampton
School they take part in high-quality, daily phonics sessions.
These are fun sessions involving speaking, listening and
games where the emphasis is on children’s active
participation.
Below are details about the way we approach the teaching
of phonics.
The Letters and Sounds Programme is divided into 6 phases
which run from Reception through Year 1 and 2, each phase
building on what they have learned in the phase before.
Children entering the Reception year will begin at Phase 1. At this stage
children do not read or write letters but listen and say sounds. We practise
sounding out words together and putting them together e.g. we might ask the
children to “find the toy c-a-t” and practise putting these sounds together to
make the word ‘cat’ (blending sounds). We will also teach them to take the
word apart e.g. “What sounds can you hear in dog?” “d-o-g.” (segmenting
sounds) Once children can hear each sound in a word they move to Phase 2
where they start to read and write letters that link to sounds.
Play Sound Talk with your child. At first let them listen then encourage
them to join in, e.g. I spy a p-e-g, - peg. I
spy a d-u-ck, - duck.
During Phase 2 children will also begin to learn high
frequency words (the most common words they will
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come across). When the children are ready we will send home a spelling book to
practise with. The children play bingo or matching games to learn to recognise
these words on sight. As the children learn these they will be able to read
books by recognising words and sounding out others.
Magnetic letters for your fridge are great and you can help your child
build small words such as and, mat, cat, pin, sun. Say them aloud
together e.g. s-u-n, - sun. As children progress they move on to Phase 3. More
information will be sent home as they start these different phases of phonics.
Getting Ready for Writing
A child’s ability to form a letter correctly is a different skill
from phonics. Holding a pencil needs considerable coordination and practise. Children will have the letters
modelled for them by the teacher. They practise on a large
scale such as using chalks out on the playground and then
work towards writing with marker pens or thick pencils.
Remember spelling is harder than reading so praise any effort
from your child. When children begin to write they
might just write the first sound they hear in each
word e.g. they might write ‘I went to a supermarket’
as ‘I w t a s m’. Encourage them to continue and don’t
worry about correcting spellings at this early stage.

Children can experiment with mark making using pens, brushes, hands,
and fingers. You can encourage your child to write their name using a
capital letter at the start followed by lower case letters. Finger play such
as Incy Wincy spider is a great way to get the hands moving. Playing with play
dough or plasticine and equipment such as Lego is another way to develop their
motor skills. Playing with pegs or tongs can also help! Many children enjoy
writing in different places such as using bath pens.
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Mathematics
Early Learning Goal 11 Numbers: children count reliably with numbers from 1
to 20, place them in order and say which number is one more or one less than a
given number. Using quantities and objects, they add and subtract two singledigit numbers and count on or back to find the answer. They solve problems,
including doubling, halving and sharing.

Early Learning Goal 12 Shape, Space and
Measures: children use everyday language to
talk about size, weight, capacity, position,
distance, time and money to compare quantities
and objects and to solve problems. They
recognise, create and describe patterns. They
explore characteristics of everyday objects
and shapes and use mathematical language to describe them.

Children learn to count through
rhymes and songs, using their fingers and objects. We also
work on recognising the numerals and their order before we start writing them.
After this we move on to calculation. We practise adding and subtracting
through games and by using different objects. Children also learn about the
shapes around them.
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You can help your child by singing counting songs e.g. 10 in a Bed. Count
in everyday situations e.g. while setting the table count the number of
forks or peas on the plate. Learning the names of shapes and matching them to
real life objects e.g. a clock or TV.
Early Learning Goal 13 People and Communities: children talk about past and
present events in their own lives
and in the lives of family
members. They know that other
children don’t always enjoy the
same things, and are sensitive to
this. They know about
similarities and differences between
themselves and others, and among
families, communities and traditions.
Early Learning Goal 14 The World: children know about
similarities and differences in relation to places, objects,
materials and living things. They talk about the features of
their own immediate
environment and how
environments might vary from
one another. They make
observations of animals and
plants and explain why some
things occur, and talk about
changes.
We encourage the children to share their news and talk about what they have
done outside school. We introduce other places and cultures through books,
photos, DVD’s and visitors to the school.
On starting school the children meet all the staff and other children. We
spend lots of time outdoors learning about our environment.
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Early Learning Goal 15 Technology: children recognise that a range of
technology is used in places such as homes and schools. They select and use
technology for particular purposes.

If you have a computer at home help your child learn how to use a mouse
and some simple typing. There are lots of good sites with simple games. ICT is
going to be a vital part of your child’s life as they grow up. We provide lots of
opportunities to work with computers, cameras and other electronic equipment.

Expressive Arts and Design
Early Learning Goal 16 Exploring and using Media and Materials: children
sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of changing them.
They safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques,
experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. Children are
also encouraged to select materials for themselves and we give them access to
paints, pastels, crayons and chalks on a range of scales.
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Early Learning Goal 17 Being Imaginative: children use what they have learnt
about media and materials in original ways, thinking about uses and purposes.
They represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and
technology, art, music, dance, role-play and stories.
The class has a specialist art and design teacher and a specialist music teacher
for one afternoon each week. There are also lots of opportunities for role play
where children have opportunities to develop skills from all areas of the
curriculum e.g. handling money in a shop, writing orders in a café and making
music in a puppet theatre.

Give children access to different media and encourage them to
experiment such as finger painting, cutting and sticking. Encourage
them to talk about their creations or how to change
them.
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Useful Websites
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/
For stories, music and games
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites/preschool/
For number games and stories (archived but still useful)
http://www.iboard.co.uk/activities
This is a great site with lots of different activities in all the areas of learning
outlined above. Follow the ages 4-7 link on the left of the page.
And don’t forget to check out the school website which we update regularly!
http://www.chittlehampton.devon.sch.uk/
If you have any more questions please make an appointment to see me, either
before or after school.
Phil Parsons-Class Teacher
June 2015
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A Small Request
Would you mind completing these questions after the home school
visit has taken place and returning them to me at school? Your
comments are valuable as they will help to improve the information
and pre-school offer for next year’s children and their parents.
Please write any comments below.
Have you found this information booklet and the school prospectus
useful?

Home-school visit-did you find this was a worthwhile experience?

Do you feel you have received enough information at this stage?
If not what else might you want to know?

Since the home visit, have you any other queries you would like
addressed before we break up for the summer?

Your name........................................................................................
Child’s Name...................................................................................
Contact number (if you want a call this term).........................................
Thank-you

Phil Parsons
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